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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, March 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  She asked everyone to have a seat so she 

could share something before the meeting.  This past week we lost a lifelong 

resident, Peter Hughes.  Though Peter had a very full and robust 39-year 

career with New York telephone, he had a whole other career as a volunteer 

fire fighter.  He was a 69-year member of the Independent Fire Company, 

he held leadership positions as Captain and President, and he was also Chief 

of the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department and was very active in the 

Chiefs Association.  He was also a Korean War veteran and a 66-year 

member of the American Legion Post here in Mount Kisco.  She wanted to 

express, on behalf of the Village, our appreciation for a life well lived and our 

hearts go out to Peter’s twin Paul and his children, David, Roseann, Peter 

and Drew and all of their extended family.  

 

 

Presentation from CityScape 

 

Susan Rabold and Elizabeth Smith of CityScape Consultants, Inc. presented the 

following: 
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Mayor Picinich opened up the floor to the Board and consultants for anyone who might 

have questions.  She wanted everyone to keep in mind that this is the start of a process, 

so there will be many other steps to walk through as we move along.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the maps that were shown at the beginning of 

the presentation showed where the towers are and then in the color yellow you showed 

the theoretical coverage of those towers and he wanted to know how that theoretical 

coverage matches up to actual coverage.   

 

Ms. Rabold replied that they have been using their mapping software for a very long 

time and have never had the industry dispute their findings.  They use modeling and 

build in the same variables that the industry uses.  It is not specific to a particular 

provider as they do not have specific information on antenna type, model, etc., but the 

maps are pretty accurate with regards to what you will experience in real time.  They are 

not trying to focus on where the coverage is, they are more focused on where those 

gaps are because that is what you need to plan to cover.  That information is most 

valuable as you can build the expectation, help develop pre-designed sites for those 

areas, and what you would like them to look at, which the industry would have to follow 

when they come into town.   

 

Trustee Grunthal stated that we have a very sensitive situation in town right now that 

has to do exactly with what you have explained talking about a possible gap in coverage.  

Providers are saying that there is a gap in coverage, residents are saying they are not so 

sure, so the Village cannot deal with something theoretical we have to deal with 

something actual.  

 

Ms. Smith responded that the other thing to remember is that this is a projection of ten 

(10) years out because they want to make sure the information given is not outdated 

once it has been delivered.  There might not be an immediate gap in an area that they 

show, but they are telling the Village that you can expect that gap in the future based on 

the way the industry evolves and how much capacity they are going to need.   

 

Ms. Rabold also wanted the Board to keep in mind that when they say theoretical, they 

are not just picking these numbers or anything out of thin air, it is the theoretical 

modeling that is used to simulate what the coverage is in that area and it is assuming 
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that each provider is on each of those specific sites.  We know that is not always the 

case.   

 

Mayor Picinich mentioned that it is also important to keep in mind that when a tower 

company comes in and says that we need infrastructure she thinks that sometimes it is 

looked at with a level of skepticism.  Here, what we have is an organization that is 

working on the behalf of the Village to help us make a plan based on our long term 

needs.  There mapping will be a tool that we can use to plan for the infrastructure so 

that the Village can then solicit where there is a need.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that the presentation was fascinating and then asked 

how the gaps develop where they previously did not exist.  

 

Ms. Rabold responded typically due to capacity, we have seen sites and geographic areas 

that had great coverage and then you add to the subscriber base.  It used to be that a 

subscriber had one device, their phone, now we are seeing that more devices are being 

used with the coverage as well as multiple people in the household who also have 

multiple devices and they are all using them at the same time which adds a strain to the 

network.  

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that on the one hand we are looking at the 

capacity and serving areas.  Do you also take into consideration the contrary view of 

some people about the impact/health concerns that people have with the development 

of these structures.   

 

Ms. Rabold replied that the industry does have guidelines to follow and although some of 

those guidelines are being challenged, they have to follow what is in place today at this 

time.  If it changes during the project then they would make that change, but at the 

moment there is no way to regulate that.   

 

Trustee Schleimer wondered if by virtue of the fact that the towns have engaged 

Cityscape and started down this path to evaluate coverage, capacity, and what our 

needs would be, obviously we are in the middle of an existing proposal, but she wonders 

if by any chance the fact that we have engaged in this study would that have any effect 

on the shot clock of the current proposal.   

 

Ms. Rabold replied that it would be dependent upon whether or not the Village had 

anything in writing with the service provider or applicant, or if there is an agreement 

that they would be willing to extend that shot clock until after Cityscape has completed 

their project.  The federal government has come out and said that you cannot establish a 

moratorium and have that effect the shot clock.  Even if you were to go into a 

moratorium to give yourselves time, if an application came in you would still have to 

follow the shot clock guidelines.   

 

Trustee Schleimer continued on to say that there were shown different types of large 

towers where of the arrays are free standing and stick up and some of them are 

contained within the structure itself, would that effect capacity or performance in any 

way or it works the same.  

 

Ms. Rabold replied that it is their understanding that when you go into a tight 

configuration with those monopoles that it does reduce some of the coverage of that 

geographic area, by how much, it would be site specific.  She doesn’t believe it is a 

tremendous amount, but it does effect it to some degree.   

 

Anthony Oliveri, Village Engineer, began by asking to what extent the mapping and 

inventory would affect the submissions of applicants with their propagation maps; would 

this be supplemental to that or just a tool to help streamline.  
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Ms. Rabold replied that they (the applicant) would still have to supply that data.  Their 

data is going to be specific just to them where you can get into the details of their site.    

 

Ms. Smith also added that propagation maps be requested as opposed to drive test 

mapping.  Drive test mapping cannot paint as clear a picture as the propagation 

mapping since there are a lot of factors that can affect it.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated that she is sure there will be more questions as they continue with 

this process.  This project will get very intricate and detailed along the way and wanted 

to ensure that as we continue to work through this, we will have access to this data and 

Cityscape.  

 

  

Update by County Executive George Latimer 

Mayor Picinich thanked County Executive Latimer for supporting the Village on 

this effort for this Wireless Infrastructure Master plan for the northeastern portion of the 

County and thanked him for joining the meeting.   

 

  County Executive George Latimer began by thanking the Mayor on joining him for 

his press conference on the Covid update.  He wanted to give a quick update; the 

general numbers on Covid have been generally good over the last five (5) weeks.  

Countywide there are 5,976 active cases which are people who have tested positive and 

have not cleared their two (2) week period.  That number is down from five (5) weeks 

ago when that number was at 11,490 cases, which is about a 40% drop since January 

which is good to see.  That trend line is also reflective of hospitalizations, we are down to 

340 hospitalizations.  Our fatality number unfortunately accumulates which is currently 

2,100, however the weekly numbers have shown some drops in the last couple weeks. 

Those numbers are attached to a loss and there is emotion and love attached and he 

didn’t want to minimize it by talking about it statistically, but we wait for that number to 

drop to zero.   We are optimistically cautious that we are working in the right direction.  

The other side of course is how our vaccination efforts are going in the County and as of 

yesterday 88,000 vaccinations had been administered.   This number does not include 

any of the pharmacy locations that are acting as vaccination sites or private healthcare 

facilities who have availability.  This number is strictly for the County clinics that have 

been in White Plains and the County Center and does not include any pop-up clinics 

throughout the County and all the pharmacies that have been vaccinating as well.  He 

went on to say that they are working on opening up more County run centers for the 

vaccines, one is opening up in Yonkers, but the problem that the County is facing as well 

as other municipalities throughout the State is that there is a high demand and short 

supply.  As more allocations of doses come into the State we will see more availability on 

the websites for more appointment times.   County Executive Latimer went on to give 

the current parameters of eligibility for the vaccine, which include people age 65 and 

older, those with pre-existing conditions, people in certain fields of work, and first 

responders.  He continued on to say that we are currently seeing a drop, he hopes that 

will be consistent in March and April and is projecting by May or June most of the County 

will have been vaccinated.   

 

 Mayor Picinich asked County Executive Latimer what he thought the projections 

would be in terms of the summer.  County Executive Latimer replied that he believes a 

higher percentage of the population will be vaccinated than some other places and thinks 

that it will be a little better than the current situation.  There will still be mask wearing, 

but he is hopeful that things that were closed last year will be open this year.  He is 

planning on opening up Playland for the eight (8) weeks of summer and believes that 

municipalities will be able to hold outdoor concerts.  He is hopeful that by the fall more 

people will be vaccinated and that this could look very different.   

 

 Mayor Picinich noted that the Village opened up camp and the pool last summer 

and was just wondering what other things could open up and expand across the Village 
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to give some respite as we tried to do last summer.  

 

  

1) Communications: 

a. Request- Hebrew Congregation- April 4, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to approve the Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation request to close down the 

street in front of the Temple for services on Sunday, April 4, 2021, allowing for one 

side of the street to be passable by pedestrians; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Letter from CAC to Board 

 

Mayor Picinich read the following letter that was emailed to the Board signed by 

Alan Antin, Robin Buco, and Harry McCartney from the Conservation Advisory 

Council: 

 

Dear Mayor and the Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco: 

We, the undersigned, being members of the Conservation Advisory Council, 

wish to confirm that the concerns, questions, and recommendations expressed by our 

Chair, John Rhodes, at the Village Board meeting held February 18th, 2021 accurately 

reflected the approved positions and remaining questions of the Mount Kisco 

Conservation Advisory Council relating to the Kirby Commons proposed development. 

In fact, Mr. Rhodes has documented in written letters to the VB on several occasions 

(e.g., 11/12/2020), the outstanding questions and concerns on behalf of the CAC. 

This Council takes seriously the issues relating to the developments proposed 

at the North and South Moger lots, and feels that any attempt to discredit the CAC 

or its Chair as a conservation and environmental advisor and educator for the Village 

is untenable. 

 
The statements made by Trustee Grunthal at the meeting, claiming that Mr. 

Rhodes has been expressing his own personal opinions as those of the CAC regarding 

the current proposal and process for Kirby Commons Development, were simply 

untrue. 

 

In an effort to set the record straight, Trustee Grunthal at the next VB 

meeting, should state that he misspoke regarding his comments regarding Chairman 

Rhodes at the last VB meeting and make a statement of formal apology. 

 
The contributions of the Conservation Advisory Council have spanned many 

years and addressed a number of critical issues facing the Village. These 

contributions have been of the utmost importance to this Village, protecting and 

enhancing the environment and quality of life in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying this letter from some members of the 

Conservation Advisory Council was obviously written in anger.  Also written without 

taking into account what John Rhodes said himself during the meeting.  Asking me 

to apologize for something that I have done in connection with the CAC is quite 
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ridiculous. 

 

I started volunteering in Mount Kisco a little more than twenty (20) years 

ago, starting as a member of this same Conservation Advisory Council (CAC).  Since 

2003, as a member of this Village Board, I have carried the baton for CAC 

environmental projects and for the sustainability of this village.  Everything from LED 

lighting throughout the Village and community choice aggregation of electricity 

costs, through the preservation of natural resources by being the Board champion 

for the Natural Resources Inventory, urging a solar farm on the landfill after Mayor 

Cindrich spoke of a similar project on Long Island, as the Mount Kisco representative 

on the “Solarize Westchester” project, advocating for electric vehicles, carrying the 

torch on Food Scrap Recycling after it was brought to our attention by Trustee 

Markus, strongly advocating for no-mow zones together with Mr. Gmelin, all the way 

through the transformative project known as “Save Kisco Mountain.”  In every one of 

these initiatives I have not just voted for it, I have been an assertive initiator and 

advocate.  I have listened to the CAC, I have respected it, I have championed it, and 

I have fought for it.  And it’s not over.  As you know, Mayor, I have brought 

proposed legislation in front of this Board in the last few days to diminish air and 

noise pollution from mechanical equipment. 

 

But the Conservation Advisory Council is not the only or the final arbiter of 

what should happen in Mount Kisco.  It is only one of several advisory committees 

and constituents who have opinions that we hear and take into account.  We, on this 

board, need to take into account not only what the CAC has to say, but also the 

advice and opinions that we get from the Economic Development Council, the 

Finance Committee, the Village Manager, the Tree Preservation Board, the Leonard 

Park Committee, the Beautification Committee, the Recreation Commission, the 

Climate Smart Communities Task Force, the Ethics Board, the Byram Lake 

Committee, and also the opinions of the many people that we speak to in town, 

including both business people and residents.  And that is what I have done, 

listening to all the interested parties, whose opinions count. 

 

Regarding the allegations in this letter sent to our Board, I have personally 

spoken in telephone calls or face to face with two of the signatories to the letter and 

a respected past member of the CAC.  Each one of them expressed to me a cautious 

support of the Kirby Commons project.  Each one of them had questions, each one 

of them had concerns, but each one of them said that on balance they were in 

support of the project.  So everything I have said while on this Board in the last 

meeting, or elsewhere is totally true, and I stand by every word I said. 

 

All this time, I have done everything that I can to make sure that we move 

this Village ahead in such a way that gives the greatest benefit to the great majority 

of residents, not just the noisy few.  That is precisely what I intend to continue to do 

as long as I sit on this Board.  Thank you Mayor.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that he has witnessed many of Trustee 

Grunthal’s efforts and he can vouch for everything he just said.  Whenever he speaks, 

whether it his information or other individual’s information, he speaks from a genuine 

character, and not withstanding any of his efforts, he trusts and supports him whole 

heartedly.  He stands by the record he just recited and has his full support.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she thinks the purpose of the letter 

was to say that Trustee Grunthal’s characterization that Mr. Rhodes’ comment that 

he was speaking on behalf of the CAC and not his personal opinion; that was the 

issue.  Four (4) of the five (5) members signed this letter of support the fact that 

this was in fact the position of the CAC and not Mr. Rhodes individually and she 

believes that is the whole point of the letter; to suggest that what Mr. Rhodes said 
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was representative of the CAC.  She does not believe that it was anything to 

disparage Trustee Grunthal’s contribution which certainly has spanned many years, 

but in this particular instance the members of the CAC felt that it was not an 

accurate portrayal.  Unfortunately Mr. Rhodes who would’ve liked to respond, but 

was muted at the last Village Board meeting and this was the only way there could 

be a reply.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated that she agreed whole heartedly with Deputy Mayor 

Markus and Trustee Grunthal.  Trustee Grunthal interrupted to say that if anyone 

wanted to verify for themselves they should look back at the video recording of the 

meeting 2 hours and 23 minutes into the meeting; listen to what Mr. Rhodes said 

and come to your own judgement.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that the Board 

appreciates everyone who so graciously and generously volunteers their time on 

behalf of this Village.  People put in extraordinary amounts of energy, largely with 

great passion and with passion there sometimes arises some controversy; different 

people disagree on different things and that is because democracy is messy and 

people share their views and opinions and it is the way things work.  They will 

continue to provide open opportunity for people to share their views and will 

continue to appreciate the passionate work that the Conservation Advisory Council 

does as well as all of the other Boards and Councils across the Village.   

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Water Bill Reminder 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that water bills were mailed on January 29, 2021 and 

payments are due by March 1, 2021.  Please make sure all payments are post marked 

by the due date.  Please do not mail us cash payments.  Also, as a reminder, residents 

now have the ability to pay their water bill as well as taxes online at 

www.mountkisony.gov through Xpress-pay.   

 

 

 Mr. Brancati then made note that he had received an update from the National 

Weather Service, winds have picked up a little and they have issued a wind advisory for 

the entire region that began at 4:00 p.m. this afternoon and will continue until 10:00 

a.m. March 2, 2021.  They expect 20-30 mph winds and as the temperature drops with 

gusts of up to 50 mph so there is the possibility of downed trees and power lines.  If you 

experience a power outage please make sure to report it to Coned.   

 

5) Board Reports: 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by asking the Village Manager about the speed detector. 

Given recent Facebook communication about Grove Street, he knows that there was 

another speed detector that was put into effect a while ago and was curious, other than 

the request for it to be brought to Grove Street at some point in time, he wanted to ask 

for an explanation on the process utilized to circulate the detectors.  

 

Mr. Brancati replied that the Village has a number of signs and streets or areas of 

concern.  Grove Street is one of them as well as Knowlton Avenue, Parkview Place, 

Hillside Avenue, and Moore Avenue where we will look to rotate them.  They lose their 

effectiveness if they are left in one place permanently so we try to move them around; 

the data they collect is shared with the Police Department to identify any trends to 

better enforce those areas.   

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report at this time.  

http://www.mountkisony.gov/
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Trustee Schleimer began by saying the first day of spring is March 20th and is 

something to look forward to.  The long winter will soon be over and hopefully we will be 

able to go outside again and have something to look forward to.  In the meantime, there 

is a lifelong learning for seniors program called Learning in Retirement at Iona College.  

There is a variety of courses to choose from if interested.  SUNY Purchase and 

Westchester Community College are also offering similar programs.  Trustee Schleimer 

went on to remind residents of low-cost or free transportation which are outside of the 

Village.  There is Paratransit which provides transportation on a reservation system for 

those with disabilities.  This service is offered for doctor appointments and social 

amenities.  She also mentions RideConnect which offers transportation for people aged 

60 and older throughout Westchester and Southern Putnam Counties.  She wanted to 

point out that she had used Paratransit and found it to be a wonderful resource if 

needed.  

 

Trustee Squirrell had no report at this time.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the County Executive provided the Covid update, 

but as of this morning there are thirty-two (32) active cases in the Village.  We continue 

to see that number go down and that is a really good thing.  On Saturday, in cooperation 

with the State of New York and in partnership with Northwell and Neighbor’s Link, we 

were able to host a vaccine clinic here in the Village.  It was referred to as a closed clinic 

as it had a very specific target audience.  We did outbound calling to seniors in the 

Village, primarily those who have limited resources, use the senior center, need 

transportation through our senior bus, and then Neighbors Link also had doses for 

seniors that were their clients as well.  We were able to vaccinate 200 residents this 

weekend which is remarkable.  We wish we had more and wish we could’ve offered this 

more broadly.  It is our hope that we will be able to do more in the future.   Mayor 

Picinich made note that getting those seniors who frequent our senior center vaccinated 

means that we get closer to reopening the center and that means so much more beyond 

the disease.  This is about socialization, mental health, and physical well-being and so 

we are working really hard to try and get as many residents as we can get vaccinated.  

We understand that there is still much more work to do, but we appreciate the efforts of 

the State and Northwell which were such great partners in this effort.  Mayor Picinich 

continued on to say that last week, the Village participated in the Westchester Municipal 

Officials Association legislative meeting with our New York State legislative delegation.  

As always, there is a big focus before the legislative session starts, to set a legislative 

agenda.  Our advocacy continuously focuses on ensuring and supporting home rule such 

that we can make our own rules and regulations locally, and continue to seek critical 

funding largely for infrastructure projects.  Over the past two (2) weeks, during this very 

challenging time, we welcomed five (5) new businesses into the Village; The Clean 

Bedroom. The Shaky Crab, Bella’s Bakery, Altheta, and the Hamlet serving British treats.  

Mayor Picinich pointed this out because we have many existing businesses that have 

been doing all they can to be creative to sustain themselves and have done so, and she 

thinks we are starting to turn the corner.  We have a number of folks who are consulting 

with the Building Department at the prospect of opening new businesses.  Mayor Picinich 

then read the following to inform the public, but wanted to remind residents that Little 

League registration is now open, and also that the community Q&A sessions on Kirby 

Commons are on Facebook and the website.  She read: on February 16th the Village 

Board of Trustees received an advisory opinion from the Board of Ethics regarding a 

complaint against Doug Hertz, the then Chair of the Planning Board.  On February 17th 

the Village Board received a letter of resignation from Mr. Hertz.  Our Board of Trustees 

has an executive session planned on Thursday, March 4th to further review the matter.  

 

6) Old Business: 

 

 

7) New Business: 
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a. Audit Demand request for the Homeland Towers, LLC & Verizon Wireless 

application at 180 South Bedford Rd.  

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying that there was an audit request by Homeland 

Towers and Verizon Wireless for the application at 180 South Bedford Rd.  She wanted 

to provide some context for the public.  Every time an applicant comes before our 

Planning Board, an escrow account is established.  This account is there because we, the 

Village, have to use professional services of attorneys, planners, engineers, and in the 

case of a cellular application, an RF engineer.  The Village does not incur that expense 

because that is not an expense the Village would have had had it not been for the 

application that is brought forward.  That escrow account is used to pay those 

consultants.  When the Board reviews bills to be paid, there is a trust and agency fund; 

that is money that is kept separate and apart from Village funds to pay those invoices.  

Homeland Towers has requested that an audit be done of their escrow account and 

invoices charged to the account.  

 

 Mayor Picinich continued on to say that the Board was provided with all the 

information on the bills and invoices.  Mr. Brancati has gone through and highlighted 

some modifications on the bills initially.   

 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that the Board has received all the invoices along 

with any supporting detail as well as the retainer agreements for those consultants that 

provide the fee schedule and scope of work that they are asked to provide with respect 

to this application to support these invoices.  Also included is the section from the 

Village’s Financial Goals and Policies that is on our website to show that our process and 

procedure has been followed as detailed and presented for any claim presented to the 

Village.  Those invoices were submitted by the department heads and reviewed by the 

Treasurer’s office.  There were some slight changes on some invoices accounting for an 

incorrect dollar amount entered as well as removed lines that did not pertain to their 

application that was incorrectly applied to the escrow account.  A number of these bills 

have already been audited by the Village Board in the warrant of claims as presented at 

different Board meetings, but again, to meet the request and demand from the 

applicants we are here with a full review with all the invoices, our claim procedure, and 

those retainer agreements for your review and approval.  

 

 Mayor Picinich went on to say that this information was provided to review. The 

request is for the Board of Trustees to do an audit and recognizes that Mr. Brancati has 

already gone through the process of checking back and forth so the Board is essentially 

validating or verifying the work that has already been done in addition to our own review 

of these claims.   

 

 Mr. Singleton made note that he is one of the consultants that is part of this 

review, and would rather not advise in this regard.   

 

Trustee Schleimer asked Mr. Singleton, in general, is it the Board of Trustees 

responsibility to audit consultants bills when requested.  Mr. Singleton replied that he 

has never seen it done before and so cannot comment.  He went on to say that the 

charges that are to be made should be reasonable and in accordance to the retainer 

agreements and as they are being paid by a third party so it is appropriate that they 

have a degree of recourse to question this.  He does not dispute the process, but a lot of 

work is going into these applications and he believes it is commensurate on what other 

communities charge and commensurate with what this Village has charged for similar 

applications.   

 

Deputy Mayor Markus made note that it seems to him, if the Board of Trustees is 

being charged with audit of these claims it seems that this request would be reliant on 

someone who has some degree of expertise or knowledge.  It seems the Board would 
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have to rely on the Village Treasurer and/or the Village Manager and staff, and if that 

was deemed by the Village Manager or any member of the Board of Trustees to be 

insufficient than he would ask that someone of expertise provide guidance.  It had been 

recommended to him to perhaps have someone in addition provide greater information, 

but it seems unnecessary in this case.  

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to echo what Deputy Mayor Markus just said.  He, for 

one, does not feel that he is qualified to do an audit.  He assumed it would take a CPA to 

perform an audit, but he would rely on the people that they rely on for so much, our 

Village Manager and Treasurer as well as our attorney, although not in this case.  We as 

Trustees are not expected to be experts on everything, we are expected to rely on staff 

as long as we believe they are doing their jobs properly.   

 

Trustee Squirrell asked Mr. Brancati, in general, when an applicant’s escrow funds 

are dispersed is the applicant informed of the disbursement and the nature of it.  Mr. 

Brancati replied that he would have to confirm with the Planning Board Secretary her 

reporting process.  Traditionally, there is accounting, an invoice is provided, particularly 

when escrow is in need of replenishment, applicants request to see how the money has 

been spent.  That breakdown is always available if and when requested.  He also wanted 

to note the policy regarding audit of claims and procedures in the Village policy was 

followed correctly to the letter, every step, as it is with every claim submitted for 

payment.  This process is consistent with section 5-524 of Village Law that requires that 

we go through this process.  As this is an escrow account, it is a little different as it does 

not use Village funds, it is for use of funds in conjunction with their application.  Trustee 

Squirrell thanked Mr. Brancati for his response, he wasn’t sure if their motive for seeking 

this audit was to contest that the funds were actually spent or to contest that the funds 

were not spent wisely.   

 

Mr. Brancati wanted to note that the invoices that have been received by the 

various consultants have been paid to the point that the escrow account is depleted.  

Those invoices that are in excess of the available funds have been approved to be paid, 

but have not yet been paid as there are no funds available to pay them.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked if any review of these bills has been concurred by the 

Treasurer, Mr. Wheeling.  Mr. Brancati replied that the bills are submitted, as the policy 

states, by department heads to the finance department for review which are then 

submitted in the warrant of claims for Board approval.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that what we have heard from everyone is that 

the Village Board depends on staff to do this type of work.  We review and approve bills 

as they are presented to us.  These bills are in the trust account every time bills are 

brought before the Board.  Mayor Picinich also made note that she personally feels, after 

reviewing and verifying all of the information that: 1) the amounts charged are 

appropriate and consistent with the contracts and retainer agreements, and 2) the actual 

work that was done correlates to the specific application and has been completed.  

  

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to adopt the following resolution: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco that while this Board has previously reviewed these charges 

as part of its audit of claims submitted for each of its regular meetings, in response to an 

audit demand review of all claims regarding the Homeland Towers application for a 

wireless facility at 180 South Bedford Road, this Board reviewed all of the retainer 

agreements for consultants engaged in the review of this application by the Planning 

Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco and the Zoning Board of Appeals of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco and found that all claims were processed in accordance with 

the Completion and Audit of Claims process detailed in the Village’s Purchasing Policy 
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Guidelines that are part of the Village Financial Goals and Policies last adopted by this 

Board on December 7, 2020; 

 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board has determined that all claims were 

found to be consistent with the retainer agreements, were properly submitted by the 

Building Inspector, were properly reviewed by the Finance Department, received 

additional review by the Village Manager, and this Board in completing its review of all 

agreements and all claims regarding this application are proper and are to be paid by the 

applicant of this application in accordance with the Code of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco, Village Law, and General Municipal Law; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

   

b. Resolution to authorize all Village Consultants to complete their review for 

the Homeland Towers, LLC & Verizon Wireless application at 180 South 

Bedford Road 

 

Mayor Picinich made note that as previously discussed there have been bills that 

have not been paid because the retainer for this project has been depleted.  As part of 

the Village Code any applicant whose escrow account is not up to date is removed from 

an agenda until such time as the account is replenished.  As this applicant is a cellular 

application, there is a shot clock which is running and the Planning Board would need to 

continue to work on this application to render a decision prior to April 1st.  They are 

unable to compete that work without the guidance of the consultants on that project.  

 

Mr. Singleton stated that it would behoove the Village to make sure the work to 

be able to adopt a resolution in a timely fashion proceeds.  If the applicant is not going 

to pay their bills, he would imagine they would timeout the shot clock and sue.  He 

would like to protect the Village’s interest by adopting a resolution in a timely fashion.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked if it was possible to ask the applicant to put up the 

escrow money with the right to continue to audit, question, and contest the bills while 

the hearings continue.  Mr. Singleton replied that he believes their recourse if they do 

not like the outcome of the audit is to challenge the audit.  

 

There was a large discussion on escrow and not meeting it and how it effects the 

shot clock.  Ultimately, the Village Code states that if the escrow account is not current 

the application is removed from an agenda until replenished.  It is advised to allow these 

consultants to continue to work to avoid possible litigation.  

 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Mayor 

Picinich to adopt the following resolution: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco that all consultants currently engaged in the review of the 

application by Homeland Towers for a wireless facility at 180 South Bedford Road before 

the Planning Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco and the Zoning Board of Appeals 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco are authorized and permitted to continue and 

complete their review of the application such that the Planning Board and Zoning Board 

of Appeals may render a timely and proper determination on this application; all in 

favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

c. Schedule Public Hearing - FY 2021-2022 Budget - April 5, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please take notice that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Mount Kisco 

scheduled a public hearing on Monday April 5, 2021 at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter 

as possible in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room in Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount 

Kisco, New York to consider adopting the 2021/2022 Proposed Budget. 

Please take further notice that copies of the proposed said text will be on file 

March 20, 2021 with the Village Clerk of said Village and may be examined by any 

interested person during the office hours of 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.   

 

By Order of 

Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager and Clerk 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

schedule a public hearing for the FY 2021-2022 Budget on April 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.; all 

in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

d. Schedule Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees – March 22, 2021 at 

7:00 p.m. to discuss the Proposed Budget for FY 2021-2022 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

schedule a special meeting to be presented with the budget by the Village Manager so 

the public has time to review prior to the public hearing being held on April 5, 2021; all 

in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on February 25, 2021 for the months of January 

and February 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $   83,147.17 

Water Fund      $   24,735.03 

Sewer Fund      $     8,685.37 

Library Fund     $     7,720.31 
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Capital Fund      $   35,920.04 

Trust Fund      $   21,198.78 

    TOTAL   $ 181,406.70 

 

Trustee Schleimer questioned the following bills: Coralogic Real Estate tax service 

and asked if the Village was notifying the tax payer of this refund; Mr. Brancati replied 

he would need to confirm with the Receiver of Taxes.  Felipe’s bill, she asked that the 

bills be itemized and requested a copy.  Kellard Sessions; this is a bill for one of our 

consultants.   

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Rex Pietrobono began by thanking the Board to allow him time to speak.  He thought 

the Cityscape consultant’s highlighted very effectively the difference between a 

municipality being able to actively participate in and decide the architecture of their own 

Village-wide fate and working within their own community to that end versus an 

applicant leasing a tiny piece of land out of a much larger parcel and telling you that is 

where they are going to go and erect a cell tower no matter what you or your code says.  

As the Mayor said earlier, democracy is messy, and out of that complex derivative 

process, you, the Board, put in hard, thoughtful work for establishing laws.  For 

example, the buffers and setbacks in our code.  He wanted to thank each of this Village 

Board members for acting on behalf of the community individually and collectively and 

not simply leave us vulnerable to proposed projects driven by profit which paradoxically 

are to be made at our expense or the expense of our property code protections which we 

relied upon when we purchased the properties.  We take this into account when we plan 

for the future, for use of our property, maintenance, and decisions not to sell, to be a 

participant in the community, to not encroach upon our neighbors, and we ask not to be 

encroached upon either.  So he wanted to thank them for all the hard work and 

decisions they make.  

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to say that the open sessions on Kirby Commons that were 

held over the weekend were overwhelmingly received by the community.  People 

thought that it was a wonderful opportunity and asked for more.   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:32 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

